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Friday ; on that day the bulk of the defenders always attended service
in the mosques and left only a skeleton force to hold the walls.1
On the strength of this information. Nadir planned to attack the Burj-i-
Dada in great force on Friday, the 2nd Dhu'l-Hijja (23rd March, 1738).
Great preparations for the attack were made, and the men to form the
spear-head of the assault were selected from among a large number of
volunteers. To these men Nadir promised 1,000 nadirh* (rupees) each
and the spoils of the fortress in the event of success, but added sternly:
" If any of you turn your heads from the fray, I have ordered my nasaqchis
to behead you and to make your bodies the food of flies and dogs !"
One of the volunteers was a Bakhtiari mulla named Adina Mustaufi.
Nadir, in surprise, said to him : " You are a mulla and a scribe, and
fighting is not your task." Mulla Adina replied : " May I be your
sacrifice I ... If God will, you will have proof of my courage."8
During Friday night4 the troops took up their appointed positions,
and on the following morning the signal for the attack was given from above
the Chihil Zina. Instantly, the Bakhtiari and other volunteers rushed
forward with scaling ladders and placed them against the Burj-i-Dada ;
the first man to reach the top was Mulla Adina. The attackers sustained
heavy losses, but, the defenders being but few in number owing to so
many being absent in the mosques, the Persians captured the tower and
pressed on. When tlusain realised what had occurred, he made desperate
efforts to drive the Persians back, but it was too late. Tower after tower fell
to the assailants, and at length Husain and his bodyguard were forced back
to the Qaitul citadel, where they were besieged.6
On Nadir bringing his heavy cannon to bear on the citadel, IJusain
decided to surrender ; on the following day he sent his sister Zainab,
in company with a number of Ghalzai chiefs, to ask for quarter, this action
being in accordance with the Afghan custom of nannawat.* Nadir
1 K.N., p. 145-153. There may be some truth in thus story of J>ad Khan, although it is not
mentioned in the Ta'rikh-i-Nadiri (Nadir's official historiographer may have deemed it
prudent to omit anything that would tend to minimise the extent of his sovereign's achieve-
ment in taking Qandahar). Rumours that the fall of Qandahar was due to treachery
were certainly widespread, though they differed from Muhammad Ka?im's story ana
indeed from one another; see, for example, the Tadhkira of Anand Ram Mukhlis, fol.
163(3.) and Otter, Vol. I, p. 336 (Otter's account is too improbable to be regarded seriously).
*	Ordinarily, as in this case, the nadiri was equivalent to a. rupee, but, according to the T.N.
(p. 183), there was another kind of nadiri (which, apparently, was never minted), that was
equivalent to 3} tomans.
'K.N., p. I55.
4 As the Muhammadan day begins at sunset, this would be Thursday night according to our
reckoning.
*	K.N., pp. 160-165;  T.N., pp. 187-188.
«Mirza Mahdi described this custom as being equivalent to the Arab dakhil (the phrase ana
dakhilv fulan** means " I am under the protection of so-and-so "). See also Elphinstone's
explanation of nannawat in his Account of the Kingdom of Caubul (London, 1839), Vol. I,
P -295-

